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Messages from Scientists 
 
Through this symposium, we have reaffirmed that conservation of biodiversity is a crucial 
element for sustainable agriculture, fisheries, and forestry. However, maintaining 
biodiversity is more difficult than it appears and requires the development of national and 
international policies that are agreed to by a majority.  
Therefore, decisions concerning conservation of biodiversity and its implementation 
should be informed by the most advanced scientific and technological information 
available. 
The next steps for conserving biodiversity must focus on ensuring: 
• An improved understanding of the importance biodiversity in the provision of 

ecosystem goods and services, 
• An improved understanding of the roles played by functional species, especially as 

forest and agro-forest systems respond to climate change, 
• Understanding and developing reliable theories of the relationship between biodiversity 

and ecosystem resilience and resistance, and how resilient forests are to environmental 
change and management, 

• That thresholds of use, beyond which ecosystem resistance and resilience are overcome 
for specific forest ecosystems, are developed and related to sustainable use,   

• That we have useful, measurable, and repeatable indicators for the proposed CBD 2020 
targets, for which data can be gathered or especially already exist, and 

• That we assess the validity the conservation target by 2020 and if there is any scientific 
support for percentage targets in general.   

 
As research scientists and experts in forest related sciences we have a particularly 
important role to ensure that decision-making on the Convention on Biological Diversity 
has been provided with a strong scientific basis. As researchers and experts working in 
forest sciences we are committed to continue working together to maintain rich and diverse 
forests. 


