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IUFRO

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF FORESTRY RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS
UNION INTERNATIONALE DES TNSTITUTS DE RECHERCHES FORESTIERES
UNION INTERNACIONAL DE ORGANIZACIONES DE INVESTIGACION FORESTAL
INTERNATIONALER VERBAND FORSTLICHER VERSUCHSANSTALTEN
IUFRO Projects Funded by the Government of Japan

Background :

The Government of Japan through its’ Official Development Assistance (ODA) Program has been a
generous supporter of IUFRO activities since 1992. This support has resulted in a number of benefits to global
forestry including the ongoing development of a multi-lingual forest terminology and the establishment and
strengthening of biotechnology research capability throughout Asia. As agreed, a portion of the funding has
been used to enhance forestry research capability in developing countries throughout the world but most has
been targeted to activities in Africa and Asia. Japan ODA support for all our activities has been publicized in
the Press, IUFRO News, JIUFRO's Website, publications resulting from such support, and in letters sent to
supported scientists clearly indicating that the source of their support was Japan’s ODA program.

Contribution in 1999 : 45,000,000 Yen (USS429,919) 1) US$150,000 to SilvaVoc
2) Remainder to IUFRO-SPDC

Terminology Project (SILVAVOC) :

Terminology : Structured set of concepts and their representation in a specific subject field.
Purpose of Project :

To function as a clearinghouse on multilingual forest terminology : to {oster better understanding of the
forest technical language among decision makers, stakeholders and translators, and to make the results
available in hard copies and on the Internet.
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Budget :
Project Coordination in Vienna 65% incl. Database 15%
15% Printing
Project Aclivities in Japan (SilvaVoc-J) 35%

The funding received was used to finance the SilvaVoc coordination in Vienna, technical assistance with
the database and related software, and the activities taking place in cooperation with our colleagues in Japan.

Other project elements of SilvaVoc nol mentioned in this report use and require funding from other sources.

Results in 1999 :

The work on a multilingual terminology in the forestry subject field of forest management planning has
been continued : This series of books presents the technical vocabulary of forest management in 22 thematic
chapters. Each term is listed with its definition and sometimes with a linguistic or technical explanatory note.
The German version was followed by the Spanish parallel version in November 1999. The Japanese parallel
version [UFRO World Series Vol. 9-jp was completes recently in cooperation with SilvaVoc-J under the
leadership of Dr. Kenji Naito. The book contains more than 700 technical terms with definitions and in the
explanatory note it provides information about possible diiferent usage of the vocabulary in German, English
and Japanese. The [IUFORO World Series Vol. 9jp—Terminology of Forest Managemen! Planning. Japanese
Version—is currently in press.

Activities in 1999 :

Besides the continuous up-dating and improvement of the information that exists already on the SilvaVoc
website, e.g. Bibliography of glossaries, vocabularies and other terminological publications in forestry and
related areas, SilvaVoc efforts were concentrated on :

The term database SilvaTerm which aims at providing the user with access to the meaning of the most
frequently used terms in forestry. A technical term is presented together with a definition and additional
explanation as well as the respective IUFRQO Research Unit which has approved the information provided.
Equivalent terms are given in up to seven languages. At present around 10.000 eniry terms are accessible
from SilvaTerm. This userfriendly database can be queried in the four TUFRO languages (English, French,
Spanish and German) and in Japanese (Romaji characters preliminary). A system which allows the presenta-
tion of non-western characters, i.e. Japanese on western computer environment is in development in coopera-
tion with our colleagues in Japan (Mr. Mitsuo Matsumoto), and will be presented at the [UFRO World Congress
in August 2000.

SilvaVoc Visibility :

In 1999 as in the years before the SilvaVoc services gained international reputation : This is reflected in a
grealer interest in terminological issues, more cooperation from forest experts in terminology work and in the
increasing number of requests for terms and their definition from the database SilvaTerm. This is encourag-
ing and shows that we respond perfectly to a need in the forestry community.

Preparations [or a Group Session on forest terminology the IUFRO World Congress in August 2000 have
begun. The papers of the Session entitled Forest terminology : Living Expert Knowledge. How to get
society to understand forest terminology will be published as a special issue of the “Forest Policy and
Economics” Journal.

All results (Bibliography, Related Projects, MEXFT'98 Workshop, Terminology of Forest Management
Planning, SilvaTerm database) are accessible from the SilvaVoc website.

Website : (http : //iufro.boku.ac.at/silvavoc)
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Multilingual Forest Terminology
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